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— To the Right Honownllh | 
Sir PATIENCE WARD, 


Lord Mayor 


- Of the City of 
> L ONDO N, 
AND TO | 


The Come of ALDERMEN. 


My Lord and Gentlemen, 
T z« tbe great Honour of this City, 
ſince the Proteſtant Religion was pro- 
feſſed i in it, that it hath born a much grea- 


ter proportion to the reſt of the Nation, in 


publick W orks of Charity, than in the 
largeneſs of its Buildings, and number of, 
its Inbavitants. For when, upon the un- 

reaſonable clamours of our Adverſaries 2 
| tbe 


| 


| 


"The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
the Church of Rome, an account was 
thought fit to be taken of ſuch Aas of 
Charity as lay more open to 1he view of the 
World, within {1xty years from the ſetile- 
ment of the Reformation by Q. Eliza- 
beth, 7t as found, that they exceeded all 
that bad been done in twice that number of 
years inthe time of Popery ; and that there- 


in this City did equal the whole Kingdom 


Dr. Wit beſedes, And although thoſe who make this 


- Report, complain of the too great reſerved- 
neſs of ſome Companies in making known 
their Benefaffours ; yet upon the diligent 
ſearch ſome perſons made, it did appear, 
that as to ihe beſt parts of publick Chari- 
iy in foundwig Schools and Hoſpitals, &c. 
more was done within tha! time, than from 
_ the Conquelt to the Reformation. 

Fer, beſzdes the lirge and conſtant Cha- 
rity of the City in ihe Care of their Ho- 
| ſpitals ; many particular Citizens did ſo 
great ihigs in ſeveral parts of the Nation 
upon their own Stocks, that within that 


compaſs 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
compaſs of T ime, more than forty Hoſpi: 
_ tals were built and endowed, and above © 
twenty Free Schools, and upon a reaſo- 
nable computation, near a million of Money 
was thought to be beſtowed in Works of 
Charity, i London and the two Univer- 
 lities, E 
T his was the true Proteſtant Charity 

of thoſe times ; which ran in a clear, free 
and undivided Channel, without the mix-_ 
ture of Superſtition, or being diverted from 
its proper courſe 10 ſerve private ends and 
deſigns. And this brought Honour to our 
Religion; advanced the Reputation of 
the City; and promoted the Good of the 
whole Nation. And ſuch are great and 
wiſe ends ; fit to be conſedered and carried 
on bythoſe to whom God hath given a heart 

ſutable to the largeneſs of their Eſtates ; 
which they can neither carry into another 
World, ncr better employ in this than by 
doing Good to Mankind with them. 

a 4nd as there: ſtill continued many and 
EN ol undent- 
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undeniable Inſtances among true Proteſtants 
of extraordinary deſigns of Charity by par- 
ticular Members of this City, whom God 
bad bleſſed in-thetr Imployments ; ſo I have 
reaſon to bope, that this Age will afford || * 
remarkable Examples of the ſame kind to 
Poſterity : T hat ſo our Proteſtant Faith 
may be always found fruitfull in good , 
Works ; which will be the beſt means 
both to aorn and preſerve it. | 
t \ To perſwade and encourage others to 
| tread in the ſteps of thoſe worthy Citizens, 
| whoſe Faith and Charity deſerve their 
| emitation, is the chief deſign of the follow- 
ing Sermon ; which out of due Reſpet# to 
the Order of your Court, I now preſent 
Fo your Hands Ke with my hearty Prayers to 
Almighty God for the continuance of bis 


Bleſſing on this City and the Government 
of it. I am, | 


IS a 
ann ner ee 
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My Lord and Gentlemen, 


Your moſt faithfull and obedient Servant, - 


E.. Stilling fleet. 


(2) " 


'GALAT. VI. 9 


And bet us not be weary in well-doing ; for 
in due ſeaſon we ſhall reap, if we faint 


not. 
We 7ulian the Apoſtate deſigned (if 5ozom. - 


poſſible) to retrieve the honour of 5-4 15% | 
the Heathen Religion, he eaſily diſcern'd: that 
it was not enough for him to reſtore the Prieſt- 
| hood, to open. the Temples, to appoint the mip. Trip. 
Sacrifices to be offer d upon the Altars ; but * 5 29: 
he found it neceſſary for them to imitate the 
Chriſtians in the ſtrictneſs of their Lives, in 
the folemmity of their Devotions, in the exact- 
neſs of their Diſcipline, and eſpecially in the 
crecting Hoſpitals, and taking care of the Poor. 
' For he that would not believe the Chriſtian 
Religion to be from God, thought himſelf 
bound to give ſome probable account, how a 
Religion ſo contrary to the Intereſts and De- 
ſigns of this World, houll be able to prevail 
againſt all the arts and pojyer of its many and | 
| *. potent Enenues ; and upon the deep:it ſearch 
which could be made by himſelf, or the grea: 
B . tc | 
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(2) 0 i. 
teſt Wits of the Heathens then about him, they 
concluded the flouriſhing and propagation of 
it to be chicfly owing to thoſe things which he 
ſo much commended to the Heathens imita- 
tion. And from hence they inferred, thar if 
the ſame things could be brought into Practice 
among the Con they ſhould be able to 
-ſupplant Chriſtianity by its own methods, and 
reſtore Pagamiſm by the ſame Weapons by 
which it was overthrown. This was thought 
ſo ſubtle and artificial a device by him whoſe 
great deſign was to extirpate our Religion 1n 
a ſoft and gentle manner, without the blood 
and cruelty of former times, that he writes an 
Epiſtle on purpoſe to Arſacius the chief Pricſt 
of Galatia, requiring punctual obſervance of 
theſe Commands; and as to the chargeable 
and expenſive part, he offtcr'd large provifions 
out of his own Revenue to dctray it. 

But Saint Paul had been beforchand witl 
him 1n Galatia, having planted Churches with 
great ſucceſs there ; and.Chriftianity, by his 
mcans, took ſo deep root in mens hearts, that 
neither the rage and fury of former Perſecu- 
tions, nor the plauſible. arts and infinuations 
of Fulian were able to root it out. It 1s true, 
that theſc Churches, ſoon after their planting; 
were 1n great Yanger of being overrun by the 
permcious Errours of ſome Seducers- of that 


Wme ; 
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tme ; (the apprehenſion whereof put Saint 

Paul into that aſtoniſhment which he expreſ- 

{th in the beginning of this Epiſtle, I marvel Gal. i. 6: 

that you are ſo ſoon removed from him that called 

you into the Grace of Chrift unto another Go- 0 

ſpel, &c.) yet by the early notice and care | 

which he took top prevent the ſpreading of 

theſe corruptions among them, « = Galatian 

Churches recover'd the ſoundneſs of their Faith, 

and have preſerveda name among the Eaſtern 

Churches, though under great variety of con- 

ditions, to this day. Some take notice, that 

this 1s one of the ſharpeſt Epiſtles written by 

Saint Paul. He appears indeed, by the begin- 

ning of it, to have been much ſurpriſed and 

moved at the news of a great and ſudden al- 

' teration among them ; which he was ſure was 

not for the better. And by this plain dealing 

with them, he knew, till they conſider'd bet- 

ter, they would be offended with him ; bur 

withall he tells them this did beſt become 4 

Servant of Chriſt, who, like a good Phy fician, 

hath more regard to the Diſcaſe than to the 

Palate of his Patient ; For if T yet pleaſed Men, * 10 

T ſhould not be the Servant of Chriſt. But ha- 7 

ving vindicated his own honour, which the Ch. 1,2. f 

evil reports of the falſe Apoſtles made necel- | 

fary ; and argued with great {trength and con Ch. 3, 4- 

viction againſt the impoſers of the Law ; he P*** 5: 
B x7 betakes 


(4) 
betakes himſelf to the inforcing the practice 
of the general and neceſſary Duties of Chrifti- 
anity upon theſe Galatians. If they had ſuch a 

Gal. 5:14. mind to keep the Law, All the Law, faith he, 
#s fulfilled in one word, even in this, Thou, ſhalt 

love thy neighbour as thy ſelf. It was a vain and 
| | fooliſh thing for them to contend about kec- 
| > ping the Law, who did overthrow the main 
| , deſign of it, by their heats and animoities 
| againſt cach other ; which, inſtead of preſerving 
- honour of the Law, was the certain way 

15- to deſtroy one another. But if ye bite and de- 
wour one another, take heed that ye be not conſu- 

med one of another. . From hence he ſhews, that 

20. hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, ſtrife, ſedi- 
tions, hereſies, are as much the luſts of the fleſh 

21. as adultery, fornication, murther, drunkenneſs, 
revellings and ſuch like ; and as deſtructive to 
mens Salvation ; of - the which, ſaith he, I tell 
you before, as I have alſo told. you in time paſt, 

that they which doe ſuch things ſhall not inherit 

the Kingdom of God. And . that are truc 

24. Chriſtians muſt crucifie the fleſh with all theſe 
aſfeions and luſts thereof ; fuch as vain-glory, 

love of contention, enyying the reputation of 

;. 26, Others. Let us not be deſirous of vain-glory, pro- 
' wohing one. another, envying one another. But 
the Apoitle did not think' the delign of the 

" Law, or the obligation of Chriſtianity was fa- 
Hsfied 


F# 
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fatisficd with abſtaining from doing injuries 


to others ; therefore he proceeds: to tell them 
what exerciſe of tenderneſs, compaſſion and 


readineſs to doc. good to others were expected 


from them by the Law of Chriſt. 


(1.) If a man, through the frailty of hu- - 


mane Nature, or the {udden ſurpriſe of . a 
Temptation, be overtaken mn a fault, do not, 


ſaich he, trample upon him, nor inſult over - 


him ; but endeavour with the ſpirit of meehneſs 
to recover him from hs fall ; conſidering thar 
we carry- about us the ſame load of fleſh, and 


are expoſed to continual Temptations our Gil. 6. :- 


{c]ves. 
(2.) If we ſce others groaning under the 


heavy burthen of their own infirmities, or the 
preſſures and calaminies of the world, do not 
add more weight to their afflictions ; bur pur 
your own ſhoulders under-robear. a part with 


them; to make their burthen more«calie to. 


them ; for hercin lies a great deal of thar.du- 
ty which Chriſt hath laid on all his Diſciples. 
Bear. ye one - anothers burthens and ſo fulfill the 


Law of Chriſt. 
(3.) If t be impoſſible for men to attend 


the ſervice of your Souls and the attairs of - 
this World together, never grudge nor repine  - 


at the exerciſe of your kindneſs and hiberality. 


towards your ſpiritual Teachers, v. 6. Let _ 
tat 


\ 


6. 26 
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(6) 
that is taught in the word communicate to him 
that teacheth in all good things. Which inſtan- 
= being mention'd, the Apoſtle ſubjoins two 
tnIngs : 
3 w A general Propoſition, viz. That every 
man ſhall receive in another World according 
to the good that he doth in this. Be not decer- 
wed God is not mocked ;_ for whatſoever a man 


- ſoweth that ſhall he alſo:reap. For he that ſoweth 


to bis fleſh ſhall of his fleſh reap corruption, but 
he that ſoweth to the ſpirit ſhall of the ſpirit reap 
life everlaſting. i, e. He that looks onely aftcr 
his preſent advantage 1n this world and dares 
not yenture to doc any thing out of hopes of 
recompence for it in another life, he 1s faid ro - 
ſow to his fleſh ; but he that 1s good and cha- 
ritable and kind to others without hopes of 
any other adyantage than what God will give 
him for it, 1s ſaid to ſow to the ſpirit 5 the Fleſh 
and Spirit being oppoſed as the two Centres of 
the different worlds,: the great thing to whii 

all things tend in this world being Anders 
carnal or that relates to the Fleſh ; and the 
great principle of another world being wholly 
{piritual. And theſe two Fleſh and Spirit are 
placed as two Loadftones drawing our hearts 
ſevcral ways, the one 1s much ſtronger, bur 
at-a greater diſtance; the-other hath lefs force 
In 1t ſelf but 1s much nearer to us, by which 


(7) 
means it draws more powerfully the hearts 

that are already touched: with a ſtrong incli- 
nation to it. But the Apoſtle uſeth the ſimili- 
tude of two Fields, wherein the product of the 
Seed anſwers to the nature of the Soil ; ſo he 
that ſowes to the fleſh, i. e. that minds onely 
his preſent intereſt in this world, his harveſt 
ſhall be proportionable to his ſeed, he may 
reap advantages to himſelf in this world ſu- 
table to his pains and induſtry ; but the ut- 
moſt this world can yicld 1s but of a ſhort 
_ continuance, being of a temporary, tranſient, 
corruptible nature, he that ſoweth to the fleſh 
ſhall of the fleſh reap corruption : but he that 
ſoweth to the ſpirit, 7. e. hath ſo great a regard 
to the rewards of another life, that he is wil- - 
ling to let go a preſent enjoyment and bury 
it under ground, caſting 1t 1n as ſced into the - 
carth in hopes of a future reſurrection, how- 
cver he may be condemned as a weax and . 
 mprovident man by the men of this world, 
yet as certain as there 18 a life everlaſting to - 
come, ſo certainly ſhail all his.. good deeds 
yield an abundant increaſe-and meet with 
2 glorious recompence then, it there be no | 
corrupt mixture in the ſowing which may 
ſpoil the virtue of the ſeed, for he that ſoweth - 
to the ſpirit ſhall of the ſpirit reap life everlaſting. . 
And let not men deccive themſelves; it _ 
OOK. . 


ZR | 
| look onely at themſelves and the things of this 

' world, Icttheir pretences be never ſo ſpiritual, 
if they dare not doe acts of _ O AS to 
truſt God fora reward, they do but ſow to 
the fleſb ; and though the world may be chea- 
ted, and men may ſometimes deceive them- 
ſelves, yet God cannot be mocked; he knows the 
hearts, and - intentions, and ſecret deſ1gns of 
men, and according to them their reward 
ſhall be ; for whatſoever « man ſoweth that ſhal 
he reap. This I take to be the natural and ge- 
nuine' meaning of the Apoſtle in thoſe words. 
e. A p—_ Exhortation, not to be dif- 
couraged in well doing, which 1s the ſame with 
ſowing to the ſpirit before, and with doing good 
in the following verſe, both which are to be 
underſtood of the Works of Charity ; and 
therctore we -ought to take it in that ſenſe 
here. Theſe are eſpecially called good Works 
in the New Teſtament ; Dorcas 1s ſaid to be a 
Woman full of good Works: and Alms-deeds which 
ſhe did. - The Widow that was to be taken in- 
ro Office in the Church, muſt be well reported 
of for- good Works ; and theſe preſently follow, 
the bringing up children, the edging flrangers, 
waſhing the Saints feet and relieving the afflified; 
In the Epiſtle to. Titus, Saint Paul giyes him a 
{trict charge, that he<deliver it with great afſu- 
rance ( tabicaivw ) that they which believe in 
God 


(9) 
. God might be carefull to maintain good Works ; 


theſe things are good and profitable unto men ; Tit. 3. 14: 


Where the fame word is uſed in the Greek, 
that is in the words of the Text. And to the 
fame purpoſe other words of a like ſignifica- 


tion are uſed, as mus, To doe good and to com- Heb. 13. 
municate forget not ; *AgaSneeyaiv, Charge them **: 
that are rich in this world -— that they doe good, 1 Tim. 6. 
that they be rich in good works, ready to diftri- 18. 
bute, willing to communicate. That ye may abound 


to every good Work, ſaith Saint Paul; which he 


after explains, by being enriched in every thing 2 Cor. g. ' 
to all bountifulneſs. So that although well doing *"* 


in the general may extend to every good att 
on, yct by the particular ſenſe of that phraſe 


in the New Teſtament, and eſpecially from 


the coherence of theſe words with the torego- 
ing and following verſes, it appears that the 
« well doing herc ſpoken of, 15 to' be underſtood 
of Forks of Charity. Which the Apoſtle, as 
.they were Chriſtians, did ſuppoſe them to 
practiſe, but being apprehenſive left the dif- 
couragements they met with in the world, 
ſhould make them grow cold and remiſs in 
this great duty, he therefore exhorts them not 
to faznt or grow weary of doing it ; and to that 
end he lays down the moſt powerfull Motive 
and Conſideration ; for in due ſeaſon. ye ſhall reap 
if ye faint not : i. e. ye ſhall not muſs of a reward 


from God. \ * So. 


Y 


. 
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(10) 
So that from the words we may take notice 
of theſe two things whuch deſerve our conſi- 


 {ideration. 


.1. The many diſcouragements men meet 
with in the World what are apt to make 
them grow weary in well doing. | | 

' 2. The mighty incouragement which God 


gives to our continuance and perſcyerance in 


It; for in due ſeaſon we ſhall: reap if we faint not 


I. The many ——_ men meet 
with in the World, which are apt to make 
them grow weary in well doing. 


The Precepts of Charity deliver'd by our | 


Saviour and his Apoſtles are fo plain, fo full, 
ſo many, ſo cafic to be underſtood; and thoſe 
Precepts inforced by ſo juſt, and reaſonable, 
and pious conſiderations, with refpect to God, 
to the World, to fellow Chriſtians, to the ho- 
nour of our Religion, and laſtly ro our ſclyes, 
from the comfort that 1s in well doing, and 
the reward that follows it ; that a man muſt 
have great umpudence, to- profeſs himſelf. a 
Chriſtan, and yet to think himſelf not obli- 
ged to doe acts of Charity. But notwithſtan- 
ding all this, and much more which mighe 
be faid to this purpoſe, there are roo many 
ſtill wha are ready to find out ſome plauſible 
pretences to excuſe them from . wel/ _ L 
wiuc 
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ten) = 
which being the greateſt diſcouragements to 
men from continuing 1n 1t; I ſhall make it 
my preſent buſineſs to examin them, and to 
ſhew how little weight there is in them, eſpe- 
cially being compared with the Authority of 
him who hath made this our duty, and the 
reward we may juſtly expect for performing 
it. And here I ſhall paſs over the more com- 
mon and trivial Objections, which every one 
can eaſily anſwer that makes them ; and ra- 


_ ther argue an _— mind to perform 
their duty, than one unſarisfied abour the rea- 


ſonableneſs of it ; and I ſhall therefore inſiſt 
on thoſe that carry a greater appearance of 
ſtrength in them; which are cluefly theſe 
two, 

1. From the different fate of our 7imes 
from thoſe when theſe Commands of Charity 
Were glVeCn. = 

2. From the ſad proſpect of our own AF- . 
fairs, which ſeem rather to. call for a Care of 
our ſelves than Charity to others. 

1. The firſt pretence 1s from the difference 
of Times; © There was then, ſay ſuch men, 
* orcat reaſon for Charity which will not hold. 
© now ; thoſe were times of perſecution for 
* Religion, and*many were driven to great 
« ſtreights and neceſſities on that account who 
© deſerved to be relicyed, and the Chriſtians 

Ca. © had 


_ (12) 2 
* had been worſe than Infidels not to doe 
* good to men that were brought to want 
* meerly for Chriſt's and the Goſpel's ſake; 
© the Laws then could take no care of theſe 
* poor and indigent perſons; for the Laws 
* made them ſo, being then oppoſite to Chri- 
< ſtianity : but now our Religion 1s ſettled by 
* the Laws; and we have many Laws made 
* for a competent proviſion for the poor, 
* which will be ſufficient if they be pur in ex- 
<* ecution, and if they be not, what Charity is 
* this to relicye an idle and diforderly ſort of 
* People who live upon Alms, when it 1s grea- 
© ter Charity to ſuch to make them work and 
* to provide for their own ſubſiſtence ? 

This is the force of the Objection which 
ſeems to have a great- deal of ſtrength. and 
weight in 1t; but before I give an Anſwer to 
it I muſtacknowledge thetruth of ſome things | 
contained therein. A 

(1.) That there 1s a great difference in the 
caſe of Charity, where our Religion 1s ſettled 
by Law, and where it 1s perſecuted by ut. For 
a larger meaſure and degree of Charity 1s juſt- 
ly required in a time of Perſecution, in as 


- - much as thoſe are the trucſt Objcets of Cha- 
_ rity who prefer the keeping Faith and a good 
= Conſcience betore the good things of this Lite. 


And we ought to look upon it as an unyalu- 
- | able 


Eos. a. A A. © 


(13) 


able bleſſing, that we have the Chriftian, . yea: 


the Reformed Chriflian Religior ſettled by. our 
Laws. And God grant it may ever fo conti- 
nue ! Ws 
(2.) It cannot be demicd that we have very 
good Laws for the maintenance of the Poor, 


_ arfgthat they might be ſufficient for their 


common neceſſities, if they were duly execu- 
ted. And it 15a very juſt and reaſonable di- 


 ſRtinction which our Laws make between the. 


involuntary Poor, who- are made ſo by the. 
hand of Heaven, either by Sickneſs, or Lame-- 
neſs, or Age, or Children,. or Fire, &c. and. 


the voluntary Poor, who may help themſelves 


but will nor, being idle, diffolute and flothfull 


perſons. Theſe deſerye rather the hand of 
Juſtice to puniſh them than that. of Charity to 


relicye them : For Saint Paul himſelf is ſo far 
from thinking this to be true Charity, that he. 
hardly thinks it ſo to keep ſuch from ſtarving: 
if we. take that Proverbial ſaying 1n its ſtrict. 


and literal ſenſe, If any would not work, neither 2 Thell3. . '$ 
| 1Q.. l 


ſhould he eat. 

(3.) I grant that it 1s- greater Charity. to. 
put perſons upon. providing for themlelves 
than to relieve their preſent neceſſities. For 
that is the greatglt Charity which doth a man 
the moſt good. And he that reduceth a dif- 
ſolute. and wandring Beggar to the taking 

pains 


[i 


4 
_ i RE 5 
NG x _ _ . * 
4 - g * 
% 
a. 


—— 


(2g) |. - , 

pains for himſcif and Famuly cures an ill ha- 
bit of his Mind ; puts him into 'the way of 
Vertue and Sobriety:; gives him a laſting itock 


for himſelf and Family (for _ and in- 


duſtry 1s ſo) keeps him out of the danger of. 
the worſt fort of Company ; gains him more 
Friends, who will be far more ready to help 
a perſon induſtrious in his Poverty than the 
moſt clamorous and 1mportunate* Beggar. 
And therefore our Laws have wiſely deter- 
min'd, that Work-houſes are the beſt, Hoſpi- 
tals for the Poor, who are able: to help them- 


' ſelves. But after theſe conceſſions, I am far 


from thinking the command of Charity to 
be ſwallowed up in our Laws for the relicf of 
the Poor. For, 

(1.) If our Laws were the beſt in the 


World for this purpoſe, yet, if they be not 


duly executed, they leave as much room for 
Charity as if there were none. What if a 

Law were made that there ſhould be no Poor”. 

at all among us; but that immediate care 
ſhould be taken, upon any man's falling into 
decay, that his Stock ,ſhould be ſupplied out 
of the ſuperfluities of the Rich * If this Law 
were not executed, men would be altogether 
as miſerable in their Poverty, and as great 
Objects of Charity as if there were no ſuch Law 
in being. For the making of a Law for their 


_ fupply 


fupply without putting it in execution, is but 


_ 
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like the Perſon 1n Saint Fames, who ſaid to thoſe Jam.2. 16. þ 


who were naked and deſtitute of daily food, be ye 
warmed and filled ; but notwithſlanding gave them 
nothing needfull for the Body ; what doth this pro- 
fit 2 What advantage or fatisfa&tion 1s it to a 
Man to ſtarve with the Law on his fide > Or 


can men be better fed or cloathed with the 


Words of a Law than of any particular Per- 
fon ? If not, then if care be. not taken for the 


relicf and maintenance of the Poor according 


to the Laws, there is as great need of Charity 
as if there were none at all. / 


(2.) It we ſuppoſe the Laws for relict of the: 


Poor to be duly executed, yet there are many 


particular caſes of Charity which often happen 


which the Laws cannot be ſuppoſed to pro- 
vide for. The Law takes. care onely of gene- 
ral, and notorious, and common caſes ; but 


there arc continual Inſtances of {tngular and 
extraordinary: caſes where relief 1s as much 
wanted, bur is rarely challenged. How often 


is ſome mens Reputation a ſnare to themſelyes 
and Famulies ; who had rather ſink ſilently in- 


co the gulf of Miſery, than have their wants. 
made known to thar inſulrmg neighbours, . 


among whom they have lived in as good fa- 


ſhion as themſelves 2 How many have been 


tempted rather to put an end to a miſerable 


Like. 


Life than to be deſpiſed and contemned for 
their Poverty in-thar old Age ! How many 
are-unwilling to:make known their condition 
for fear of a repulſe and being thought Liars, 
or impudent.and common Beggars! How 
hardly will ſome pinch themſelves and Fami- 
lies, before they will make known their neceſ- 
ſlities!! and ſome have been known to have 
brought themſelves fo low, that when their 
{ad condition hath been diſcovered, they haye 


ſuch Inſtances are not frequent among us. 
And yet we are lately told in Print by a Mem- 
Propoſals ber of this City, That he hath reaſon to believe 
for Im" many hundreds have periſhed through want of late 
'f the Poor, years. If this be true, and their caſe was 
P.29 known; what a ſhame and diſhonour is it, 
' 1n the midſt of ſo much plenty and luxury, 
to ſuffer ſuch a reproach to Chriſtianity to be 
among us? Bur it their caſe were not known 
in time ; the ſtain is not quite wiped off, be- 
cauſe there ought to be 1n ſo great, ſo rich, 
ſo well-governcd a City, a due care taken to 
find out as well as to relieve the truly neceſſi- 

OUS. | | 

(3.) Theobligations of Charity reach much 

farther than the force of our Laws doth. For 
how ſmall a matter within this City doth 
anſwer the letter of the Law, where Perſons 


enjoy 


been paſt all poſſibility of recovery. I hope | 


(r7) —_ 
_ *enjoy very great and plentifull Eſtates > And 
is that all which rheir thankfulneſs to God, 
*their love to their Brethren, and the regard to 
our Saviour's Commands will draw from 
them ? Is this being mertifull as our heavenly Luk. 6.36. 
Father is mercifull ? Is this giving our Alms in Matt. 6. 4. 
ſecret, that thy Father which ,ſeeth in ſecret may 
reward thee openly ? Is this making to our ſelves Luk. 16.9. 
. friends of the Mammon of unrighteouſmeſs ? Is ?** ** 
thus being rich towards God ; being rich in good 2 Tim. 6. 
works, being ready to dijtribute, willing to com- *: | 
mynicate 2: Is this doing good to all men as we Gal. 6.10, 
have opportunity ? Is *s feeding the hungry, Matt. 25. 
cloathing the naked, viſiting the ſick. and impri- 39» 36 
Jord ? Can we imagine that will be a good 
anſwer at the great day, that we have paid 
our Rates to the Poor ? If the Chriſtian Cha- 
rity had extended no farther, 7z/ian needed 
not haye been ſo ſolicitous to have the Hea- 
thens equal them ? | 
The true Charity of Chriſtians 1s a free and 
voluntary thing, not what men are forced to 
.doe by the Laws ; It is a largeneſs of mind, that 
diſpoteth men to doe good to others, and em- 
braceth every opportunity for that. purpoſe ; It 
is the flowing of a Fountain which runs freely, 
eaſily and conſtantly ; and not hike the pouring 
water out of a narrow mouthed Veſle], where 
bur little comes, and with a greact deal of noiſe. 
| D Charity 
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tell the World, he hath not ſo much as an in- 


a= Air 
Charity ſpreads it ſelf hike the beams of the Sun, 

and warms and enlivens the colder parts of the 
Earth; it pierceth into the bowels of it, and 
makes it {elf a paſſage to thoſe ſecret and hid- 
den objects which are out of the view of the 
World. True - Chriſtian Charity hath arms 
ſo large to comprehend the whole World 
within them ; bur it is the Lite and Spirit of 
that Body whereof Chriſt is the Head ; it paſ- 
ſeth from one member to another, emptying 
it ſelf from the larger veſſels into the leſs, and 
ſo by a conſtant motion and courſe-through 
the Body it keeps heat -and umion in all the 
Parts. To doe good becauſe one cannot help 
it, 1s to obey the Law of Neceſlity and not of 
Charity. He that reſolves to go no farther 


' in Charity than the Law requires him, de- 


clares he would not haye gone. (o far unleſs 
the Law had forced him ; which is in effect to 


neyer yet met with any Objcction againſt _ 
= that 
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Fo (19) 
chat will not Hold againſt the beſt deſigns in 
the World. For it 1s poſlible they may be 
| abuſed, and may accidentally prove an occa- 
fion of Idleneſs to ſome Perſons, and the 
may exceed the due proportion of Perſons fit 
for them, (Although we yet ſee no great dan- 
ger of that.) Yet what deſign can the wit of 
Man pitch upon 1n a captious and ſuſpicious 
Age, that will not meer with Objections from 
thoſe that have a mind to cayvil ? The beſt 
Religion in the World, the beſt Church, the 
beſt Government, the beſt Laws; the beſt Men 
cannot eſcape the cenſures of il|-minded Men ; 
and why ſhould we think the beſt deſigns of 
Charity ſhould 2 But ſome men whoſe minds 
are ſet upon one particular way of Charity, 
are apt tO diſparage all other ways to adyance 
their'own : which 1s the common Errour of 
Mankind, to think ſufhcient Right 1s not done 
to the thing they admire, unleſs' they under- 
value all other things in comparifon with it. 
But 1t 15 a part of Charity to allow, approve 
and incourage all true ways of Charity ; not 
| to ſet up bodily Labour againſt the improvye- 
mcnt of the: Mind ; 'nor the learning of Arts 
and Sciences to the diſparagement of breeding 
men up for Trade and Buſineſs; nor to cry 
down Hoſpitals and Infirmaries for the Lame 

and Sick and Aged in compariſon of Work- | 
= —- D- 2 houſes 
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houſes for the Young and Strong and Heakh-.. 
full. For all theſe are excellent : and moſt 
commendable ways of Charity, and have no- 
thing of contradiction or inconſiſtency with 
one another, if they do anſwer the ends of 
their Inſtitution. - I do not go about to l:ſſen 
the eſteem of caſual and occaſional Acts of 
Charity done to particular Perſons in preſent 
Want ; when our Bleſſed Saviour in the midft 
of all his Poverty took care of the. Poor, for 
when he ſpake to Fudzs at'the Table, the Diſ- 
ciples ſuppoſed 1t was that he ſhould give ſome- 
thing to the Poor. What admirable Charity 
was this, when he had not whereon to lay his 
head, and was at the expence. of a Miracle to 
yY an entertainment to the People, yet he 


had an Officer, one of his own Apoſtles, to 
take care of the Poor ! And when he 


roOz7 
nounceth ſuch Bleſlednefs to thoſe who _ 


acts of Charity to. them, and accounts them 
2s done unto himſelf ; which is the higheſt expreſs = 
ſion of his gracious acceptance of ſuch Acts. 
from us, and of the great obligation that lies 
upon us'to doc them ; ſince we ought not to. 
think much of. any thing we doe tor. the ho- 
nour of our Lord and Saviour, who did and 
ſuffer d ſo much for ouyg ſakes : Yet when we 


compare. theſe with the publick Works of 


Charity before meation'd, being done for the 
| ſame - 
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4 (21) 
' fame end; we ſhall find theſe to exceed the- 
other in ſome material circumſtances, which 
| add much to the excellency of them. | 
(17) In the Largeneſs and Extenfiveneſs of 
their deſign. Other Chartics are for the pre- 
ſent relict of ſome poor and. indigent perſons, 
whoſe bowels are refreſhed, - and backs are clo- 
thed,. and. hearts are eaſed, by the kindneſs of 
others to them ; but theſe are ſoon gone, and 
mens Charity cannot follow them beyond the 
Grave. But publick endowments of Charity 
are to laſt for ever, and doe good to the Poor: 
of many Generations. The Ages to come 
will riſe up and. bleſs their Memory-who took 
care to doe good to:thoſe whom they never: 
ſaw ;.. and to provide for ſuch, yca-very many 
{uch,, whom 1t was. impollible for them to. 
know. When a man 1ccs a great object of 
Chartty, as the Widow and Fatherleſs under 
extreme neceſſities, the -Mother weeping and- 
| bemoaning her. Children not having bread 
ro pur into their. Mouths, and the poor Chil- 
dren looking ghaſtly and trighttully crying! 
for want of bread, bur not knowing where to 
oct it, the very uncaſineſs of. a man's own 
' mind at the.'fenſe of ſo much muſery 1n 
others, wall extort ſome preſent relicf to {till 
their cries, - and to put ſuch an unplcatng 
| Idea out of his Fancy. Bur if the Coy 
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ceſſities of thoſe, | | 
ments could 'excite men to ſhew kindneſs to ? 


doing the beſt things 


( = 


{elf do not move, yet importumity may : if | 
. that doth not, yet cuſtom, reputation, - natu-. 


ral humanity, recommendation of Friendsmay. 


prevail on men to be ſometimes liberal fo per- 


ſons whom -they ſee under preſent Wants. 
But how much doth all this- fall ſhort, of a 


: . 4 
fixed, certain, pans proviſion for the ne- 
CG 


whom none of thoſe Argu-. 


The other is a more ſenſible, natural, private. 


Charity ; this 1s a more rational, generous 
Chriſtian Charity ; being built upon more 


free, and noble, and Jaiting conſiderations, 


moſt agrecable to the deſign and honour of 
the Chriſtian Religion, tay puts men upon 


d which tend to the 
greateſt benefit and advantage of mankind:s 
And in the comparifon of things that are 


ow the largeſt, ithe moſt publick, the moſt 


laſting ought to have the preeminence. 


_ (2.) In their Conſequence and Uſefulneſs ; 


which ought to be cſpecially regarded in Acts 
of Charity. For true Charity muſt be ac- 
companied with Wiſedom - and Diſcretion. 
Ir is not a man's profuſe liberalitF to every 


one that asks; nor making: himſelf poor to. 
make others rich ; it 1s not {quandering away 
an Eſtate among 1dlc and indigent Yerſons, 
that makes him a charitable man ; bur it is a 


wile 


Pies ( 23) 

wiſe diſpenſing 'the Gifts God hath beſtowed ' 
upon him for the benefit and adyantage of 
others. - And the greater the Good 1s that is 
received the greater 1s the Charity in beſtow- 
ing it. The Schoolmen reckon up ſeven ſorts 
of Corporal Alms, and as many of Spiritual; 
to viſit the ſick,. to feed the hungry, to ſatisfie Viſw, pre, 
the thirſty, to cloath the naked, to redeem the cap- ro, 'colligy 
tive, to entertain the ſtranger, to bury the dead ; => cafti> 1 
are the former : 70 teach the ignorant, to adviſe %, M72 
| the doubtful, to comfort the ſorrowfull, to corref \** he, þ 
the wicked, to forgive the injurious, to bear the at. 2 
troubleſome,"to pray for all ; are the Inſtances of - 
ſpiritual Charity. Bur this 1s rather a diſtr- 
bution of the different forts of Charity, than 

any juſt Rule and Meaiure of our obligation 

to the Acts of it. For although in the gene- - 

ral, ſpiritual Acts of Charity tro mens Souls, 
are to be preferred before what refers- onely . 
to their Bodies ; yet in particular caſes a man 

may bk more obliged to reheve thar outward . 
neceflities than to give them good counſel for 

their Souls; 7. e. when thofe neceſſities are 
urgent and preſſing, and by a prefent ſup- 
ply they may haye longer time. and be in 

better diſpoſition ro. recerve ſpirnual Advice. 

Some diſpute if a bad man be in greater want. 

and a' good man un lefs want, which of theſe . 

two 1s to be preferred ? And. the Caſuilts ſay; | 

: | De. 


A. 


Bo Zo 


Caſe; bur' the Work of 


(24) | 
The Work of Mercy 1s oe in the former 
| Charity nthe latter. For 
Mercy onely relates to another's nuſery ; but 
Charity takes in other- Conſiderations. So I 


ſay, when the a_—_—_— lies between the 


preſent fuppy of ſome in Srcat want, and 
making a laſting proviſion for more perſons 
in leſs want, there may be more Mercy 1n the 
former caſe, but there may be greater Charity 
in the latter : becauſe the more publick, the 


-more common, the more uſetull the Good:1s, 


the greater the Charity is in doing of it. I will - 
not diſpute, whether the breeding up of youth 
to Learning, or Labour,, be among us the 
greater Charity ? 1 know no reaſon why two 
ſuch excellent ways of Charity ſhould be ſet 
at variance with each other. But certainly 
we arc not to judge of mens uſctulneſs to the 
publick meerly by the ſtrength of cheir limbs, 
or the hardneſs of their hands, or the nimble- 


neſs of their fingers. Is it not poſlible that by 


the charitable education of Chuldren in the 
ways of Learning and Knowledge ſome may 
arrive at a greater capacity of ſerving God 
and their Country, than if they had been grin- 
ding in a Mil}, or tugging at an Oar all that 
whule ? Ir 1s not onely keeping People to hard 


Jabour, or to continual working, which is the 
deſign of Charity ; but the mott excellent way 


of 


(25) : 
of Charity 1s, to 1improye all Perſons accor- 
ding to their ſeveral Capacities, ſo as to make 
| them more uſefull and ſerviceable to the Pub- 
lick. This is not onely doing Good to the par- 
_ ticular perſons, but to the whole Nation ; 
and Charity is not barely to be meaſured by 
the quality of its Acts, but by the largenels 
of the circumference it fills. The breeding | 
_ up ſome few great and uſctull Perſons to a 
' Nation is a Work of Charity the publick 
| Good 1s more concerned in, than in the ma- 
nual labours of many induſtrious Artificers : 
who do ſerye the Publick too in their way ; 
but there 1s a difference between thoſe lefler 
Stars in the Firmament, that wanted a Tele- 
ſcope-to diſcover them, and thoſe great and 
if Ifaid Bodies which influence the Earth, 
| and (direct mens paſſage in the deep Waters. 
That 1s therefore the greateſt and moſt uſcfull 
Charity, which tends to the improving man- 
kind according to their different Capacities ; 
' ſome for Labour, others for Trade, others to 
be uſefull to the reſt of mankind with a re- 
ſpect either to their Cor :try or to their Eſtates, 
their Bodies or their Soi:ls: And which takes 
all poſſible ca:e ro-prevent the unſpabl 
and innumerable miſciuets which 1dleneſs and 
debauchery do bring upon mankind, 
(3) In the Honour they bring to Religion. 
| EK 8 There 


_—_— - 


« 4 of 


There are ſome caſes, wherein our Charity 


Watt. 6. 3. muſt be {p ſecret, that our left hand muſt not 


Matt. 5. 
16. 


know what our right hand doth, i. e. when there 
is danger of vanity and oftentation in the do- . 
ing. of our Alms ; but wheth the honour of 
God and Religion is concerned, then Let your 
light ſo ſhine before men, that they may ſee your 
good Works, and glorifie your Father which is in 
heaven. But how can men ſee thoſe Acts of 
Charity which are done in ſecret, and.are in- 
duſtriouſly concealed from the knowledge of 
men ? And if that were to be taken as a itrict 
command in all cafes, then all the publick 
Works of Charity, which are moſt confide- 
rable for the Honour of God and Religion 
would be forbidden. by the Goſpel. But 
where men do excellent and praife worthy 
things for great and good ends, without Pha- . 
rifaical Hypocriſie, it 1s the general concern- 
ment of Religion and the glory of God not 
to have ſuch things kept from the knowledge 
of the World. EF herein, ſaith our Saviour, 
is my Father glorified that ye bear much fruit, 
ſo ſhall ye be my Diſciples. So ſhall ye appear - 
to be my Diſciples, for Chriſt had owned 
them for his Diſciples before, but this would 
manifeſt their being ſo to the World ; which 
would bring the greateſt honour to God and. 
to the Chriſtian Religion. And it is certain 

nothing 
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: (27) 
nothing did more adyance the reputation of 
it in the World, than their ſingular and ex- 
traordinary care of the Poor. For they not 
oncly relieved in the firſt place thoſe that were 
Chriſtians, according to the Apoſtle's Rule in 
the next Verſe ; eſpectally to 'hof of the Houſe- 
hold of Faith ; but their Charity extended to 
the very Heathens : which 7zlian.takes noti&e 
of with great Indignation : 1s it not a ſhame for Jv'. Ep. 
us n0t to relieve our own poor, when the Chriftians 9 Rc. 
not onely take care of their own but of ours too ? 
And by the caſe of Laciar's Peregrinus, it ap- 
pears, that ſome pretended to be Chriſtians on 
purpoſe that they might be partakers of the 
great bounty and kindneſs which the Chriſti- 
ans ſhewed to their Brethren. But ſuch In- 
ſtances as theſe did not make them weary in 
well-doing ; but ſtill as the Church increaſed 
in Riches by the free and large oblations of 
the People ; To greater cars was taken for the 
erecting Hoſpitals for the reception of the 
Poor, who could provide no habitation for 
_ themſelves ; and this was then always looked 
on as a particular concernment of Religion, 
and not as a meer political Conſtitution. 
Thus the matters of Charity ſtood in the 
- Chriſtian Church, till men came to be per- 
ſwaded that by the Pricſt's ſaying ſo many 
Prayers for the dead, their Souls might be re- 
+ E 9 moved 
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( 28 Y . 
moved out of Purgatory and tranſlated to 
Heaven. And when this notorious Chear pre- 
vailed, the ſtream of mens Charity was divcr- 
ted from the Poor, to the making good bar- 
gains for their Souls. And who could blame 
men who had ſpent all their days 1n Wicked- 
neſs, or raiſed an Eſtate by Fraud and Oppreſ- 
ſion, if at their death they took care to leave 
enough to have ſo many Maſſes ſaid for their 
Souls, as might by a reaſonable computation 
ſerve for their Redemption out of Purgatory 
at a marketable Price. When the laying open. 
theſe Cheats to the World, gave the firlt oc- 
caſion to the Reformation, a mighty out-cry 
was every where made, that the Foundation 
of all good Works was deſtroyed, and if the 
Reformation prevailed there would be no 
want of Faith, when eyery one might chooſc 
what he pleaſed, but nothing like Chariy 
was to be expected. To remove the formcr 
Calumny, our Reformers publiſhed the Ar- 
ticles of our Religion ; and to take away. the - 
latter, they put that admirable Prince Edward 
the Sixth upon the new founding the famous 
Hoſpitals of this City, (for although there were 
ſome Hoſpitals before, ſuch as Saint Mary Beth- 
lehem, Elſying Spittal, Saunt Bartholomew's, yet 
they were inconſiderable in compariſon of _ 
what they haye been ſince) For by the ow 


(29) 
and. Charity.,of the Governours and other - 
Members of the City, they have yielded a won: -. 
derfull ſupport to a mighty number of poor 
Children, and wounded and diſcaſed Perſons 
| both in Body and Mind ;, which being joyned 
with another Fondation of one ſingle Perſon, 
this City may: juſtly vye with any other 11 the 
Chriſtian World as to ſo many and fo great. 
Foundations, . for the beſt kind of Chriſtian 
Charity, . in the Education of Youth and the 
Care. of the Impotent and Diſcaſed. 

Our Rcligion tcacheth us better, than to- 
| have fo vain and fond an opinion of our 
good Works as to think we merit Heaven by 
them ; but ſurely our Charity 1s ſo much the 
greater, if we doe theſe things out of a ſenſe. 
of.Gratitugde to God, than it we think to. drive. 
a bargain with him, and put our 1mpertect; 
Works 1n the Ballance —__ an infinite and 
eternal Reward. Thoſc of the Church of Rome 
may think they carry on a better Trade with . 
HeaverSthan Wwe doe ; and that *they .have.a. 
mighty advantage in the overballance of what 
they hope for in exchange for what. they parr , 
with; but chey had. beſt look well to the ſta-. 
ting their Accounts, the. due. value of their, 
Works, and the reaſon of expecting ſuch a, 
diſproportionablc return ; left at lait they de- 
ccive themſelves, and toraliy fail of. their ex- 

. pectatt-. 
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-pectations : For in the great day of Adboune 
all things will be moſt exactly weighed ; and 
although the greateſt Benefactours rejoyce in 
the higheſt Acts of Kindneſs, yet when any 
thing is challenged in a way of 7zftice, men 
do not love to be impoſed upon or over-rea- 
ched in a Bargain. What madneſs then is it, 
for any finfull Creatures to hope that any 
Acts of theirs, being weighed by Divine Ju- 
ſtice, can bear any proportion in a way of 
Merit, with no lefs. than the Kingdom of 
Heaven ? This we utterly diſclaim, and owe 
all our hopes of Heayen meerly to the infinite 
Goodneſs and Mercy of God through his Son 
Chriſt Jeſus : and yet we think our ſelves never 
the leſs bound 70 be fruitfull in good Works ; be- 
cauſe we hereby teſtifie our obedience to the 
Laws of Chriſt ; our ſincere loye to God and 
our Brethren ; our readineſs to doe good to 
others by the mercics which God 9%, vida 
ed upon us; our nſe of the obligation we 
have to one another, as partaking of the ſame 
nature, and liable to the ſame infirmities, and 
expoſed to the ſame calamities ; 'our expecta- 
tion of a bleſſed reward, though not due to 
the merit of our Works, but to the infinite 
Grace and Mercy of God. And I do not fee, 
but where men'haye a due regard to God and 
Religion, ſuch conſiderations as theſe do more 
E cftcctu- 


4 (2rf 
effectually ſtir men up to true Acts of Chart - 
ty, than thoſe mercenary and corrupt Doc- | 
trines in the Roman Church ; which iook ra- 
ther like cunning devices to pick-.the Peoples 
Pockets than any real Arguments for Charity. . 
And upon a carcfull examination, it hath been 
found, that our Proteſtant Dofrine was ſo far 
from ſtopping up the Channel that ran fo 
' freely before, that within ſixty years after the 
* Reformation more great and noble Works of 
Charity were done in founding of Schools and - 
_—_— than for ſome hundreds of years 
before ; and ſome fay from the Congueſt till 
that time of the Reformation. But this I have 
formerly inſiſted more upon, on the ike Oc- 
ca(10n. . | 
The ſumme of what I have ſaid 1s this, tha 
we have no reaſon to. be weary in well-doing ; 
on the account of our Laws for the common 
relief of the Poor ; becauſe thoſe Laws can- 
not provide for all caſes of Charity ; and be- 
cauſe they do ſuppoſe the greateſt Works of 
Charity to depend upon the largeneſs and 
- freenels of thoſe mens minds to whom God . 
gives a heart to doe great and worthy things 
with the Eſtates he hath given to them. : 
2. But there 1s another plauſible pretence 
yet behind, wiz. from the conſideration of 
our own Times, . © Were the times calm and 


- fixed $ ; | 
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* fixed ; had we a fair proſpect of things be- 
< fore us, that were a great encouragement to 
< Charity ; but we hve 1n perplexed and doubt- 
* full times, and know not what may become 
* of us all ;. mens minds are ſtrangely diſcom- 
* poſed and full of Fears; and . #9 this 
. © 1s a very unſcaſonable Time to perſwade 
< them to Charity, when they ought rather to 
TE i wy up and ſecure ſomething againſt an eyil 

To which I anſwer, 
1. What times were thoſe the -Primitive 
Chriſtians lived in, who ſo much abounded 
3 Cor. 4. 10 Charity ? Saint Pazl tells us of himſelf and 
11,12,13- his Brethren, they were hangry-and thirſty, naked 
and buffetted, having no certain dwelling-place ; 
labouring, working with their own hands, reviled, 
perſecuted, defamed.; and yet nothing rela- 
ting to this World was ſo much their care 
and concernment as -providing for the Poor. 
For when he went up to Ferzſalem, and there 
2Gal.g. conferred with James, Cephas and John, at his 
$0. departure they had nothing to deſire of him 
and Barnabas, but to remember the Poor,: the 
ſame which T alſo was forward to doe; as Saint 
Paul relates it. And you may ſee how carncit 
> Cor8,9. he was in it, by his dealing with the Corinthi- 
6h. ans, when he perſwades them to a liberal con- 
tribution to the poor Chriſtians in Jude 
; who 


mine or Perſecution or both. Saint Paul had 


. his coming to them, and perſwades them to 


* a very extraordinary inſtance of Chriſtian Cha- 12-345: 


_ than ordinary Charity, they not onely ftrai- 


' did it with that cheerfulneſs and ſatisfaction 


a (33) 
who then ſuffer'd mugh either through Fa- 


undertaken for the Churches of Achaia, (of- 
which Corinth, being a populous and trading 
City, was the chuct) but the Collefion not 
being yet made among them, he ſends ſome 
on purpoſe to Corinth to make all ready againſt 


reat hiberality 1n their giving : for which end 
Fe makes uſe of the moſt powerfull and pre- 
vailing arguments and great arts of inſinua- 
tion. (1.) He ſets before them the Example 
of the Churches of Macedonia; which is truly 2 Cor.8. 


rity. "They were under great trouble and deep 
poverty at that time themfelyes, yet under-_ 
{tanding by Saint Paul this occaſion of more 


ned themſelves even beyond their abilities, but 


of mind, that they intreated the Apoſtle to ac- 
cept of what they had given, and to under- 
rake the managing of ſo good a Work. And 
Saint Paul ſeems to ſpeak of it with a kind of 
tranſport, Moreover, Brethren, we do you to wit 
of the Grace of God beſtowed on the Churches of 
Macedonia ; how that in a great trial of afflicit- 
on, the abundance of their joy and their deep po- 
erty abounded to the riches of their liberality; 
: = © . 
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for to their power I. bear record, yea and beyond 
their power they were willing of themſelves ; pray- 
ing us with much intreaty that we would receive 
the gift, and take upon us the fellowſhip of the 
miniſtring to the Saints, Nothing can be ad- 
ded to the weight of theſe words and the Em- 
phaſis wherewith they are penned. : (2.) He 
lets them know what a ſhame and reproach it 
would be to ſo famous a Church tor other 
Divine Gifts to come behind others in Charity. 

2 Cor.8.7. Therefore as ye abound in every thing, in faith, 
in utterance, in knowledge, and in all diligence, 
/ and in your love to us, (what artificial % Ia 
tions are theſe !) ſee that ye abound in this Grace 
alſo. (3.) But leſt he ſhould ſeem to preſstoo 
e.8. hard upon them, he draws off again; F ſpeak 
not by commandment, but by occaſion of the for- 
wardneſs of others, and to prove the ſincerity of 
your love. (4.) Yet he hath no ſooner ſaid this, - 
but he comes on again with the moſt prevar- 
ling Argument taken from the Example of 
v.9. Our Bleſſed Saviour : For ye know the Grace of 
our Lord Feſus Chriſt, that though he was rich, 
yet for your ſakes he became poor that ye through 
his poverty might be rich. Canany thing be 
more moving to Chriſtians than this ?- (5.) His 
delign was not to lay a burthen upon them, 
but to excite mutual compaſſion in Chriftians 
| 0.1 3, 14. 1Q ONC another. 6.) This would be a demon-\ 
| | " ſtratzon _ 
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ſration to the World of their kindneſs to him; 


and that he had not ſpoken great things of 
them without cauſe. (7.) They might juſtly 2 cor. 8. 
expect a retribution ſutable to their Bounty ; %% 


But this I ſay, He which ſoweth ſparingly Shall 
reap ſparingly ; but he which ſoweth bountifully. 
ſhall reap alſo bountifully. (8.) This would be 
the occaſion of many thankſgivings and pray- 


ers to God for them. For the adminiſtration of ». 12. 


this ſervice, not onely ſupplieth the want of the 
Saints, but is abundant alſo by many thanksgi- 
wings unto. God. (Whilſt by the experiment of 
this miniſtration they glorifie God for your profeſ- 
ſed ſubjeftion unto the Goſpel of Chriſt, and for 
your liberal diftribution unto them, and unto all 
men.) And by their prayer for you, which long 

. after you for the exceeding Grace of God in you. 
. Thanks be unto God for his unſpeakable pift. 
- Wherein he ſuppoſes the thing as already done, 
as believing it impoſſible for them to reſiſt the 
force of ſo many ry Dm And yet all 
this while Saint Paul ſuppoſes their condition 
to be ſuch as 1n a little time they nught ſtand 
In need of relief from others; which he thought 
was ſo far from being an Argument againſt 
preſent Charity, that he uſeth it the other way ; 
that now at this time your abundante may be a 
ſupply for their want, that their abundance may 
alſo be a ſupply for your want. i. e. Do not con- 
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(36) . 
ſider what times may come upon your ſelyes 
ſo as to hinder doing Good while it 1s in your 
power to doe 1t ; leave thoſe things to the 
wiſe Providence of God ; if he think fit to re- 


duce you to want, he that now excites your | 


hearts to doe good to them, will ſtir up others 
to make up the fame meaſure to you. So 
that while the Chriſtians were either under 
great perſecutions, or 1n expectation of them, 
through the-Power of the Magiſtrates, or the 
Rage of the People; yer the Apoſtles prefied 
them, and that with great ſucceſs, to a free, 
cheerfull, liberal i to relieve thoſe 
who labour under greater wants than others. 

2. This very conſideration is uſed as an Ar- 
gument 1n Scripture to' perfwade men to Cha- 
rity, viz, That we do not know what times 


| my come upon us. Gzve thy portion to ſeven 
and alſo to eight ; for thou knoweſt not what evil © 


Jha# be upon the earth. This ſeems to the men 
of this ' World a ſtrange way of reaſoning, 
and it may be they ſuſpect trom hence that 
Solomon was not ſo wiſe a man as they took 
him to bz. * What ! give away what one 
* hath becauſe one knows not what times 
* may come. No certainly, fay they., we 
* ought to get what we can, and to fave what 
* we have, for that reaſon. The difference 
of reaſoning in this caſe proceeds upon the 

_ difterent 


» 
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different Principles on both ſides. Solomon 
| believeda Divine Providence and they donor: 
And he thought that would be particularly 
concerned for the .good of thoſe, whom no 
ſad proſpect of Afﬀairs could diſcourage from 
well-doing according to.their Ability and Op- 
portunity. | 


IE And fo I come to the Ingouragement 
here given to patient continuance in wel-doing ; 
for, in due ſeaſon we ſhall reap if we faint not. 
W herein are three things conſiderable. 

1. The certainty of a future recompence: 
for well-doing. We ſhall reap. 4 j 

2. The time of receiving it, not immedr- | 
ately, but in due ſeaſon. | 

3. The condition ſuppoſed on- our parts, 
_ which 1s continuance mn well-doing. If we 
faint not. Some underſtand 1t as relating to- 
che reward, that we ſhall receive it without. 
fainting ; reaping and harveſt being a time of 
labour. and ſickneſs; but the more natural. 
meaning of wi czxiuan, ſeems to be the ta- 
king the participle, as implying the condition 
ON Our Parts. 

1. The 'ccrtainty of a- future recompence 


for well-doing. God js not unrighteous, ſauh the Heb.6.10.. 


Apoſtle, ro forget your work. and labour of love, 


which ye haue ſhewed towards his name ;. in that. 
p Je. 


(38) 
. ye have miniſfired to the Saints and do miniſter. 
Though it be a work and labour, _—_— It 
may ſeem uneaſie 'and troubleſome for a 
whule ; yet being a work, and labour of love ; 
it is but the work and /abour of ſowing, which 
a man goes through the more cheertully be- 
cauſe he expects a plentifull increaſe. He 
doth not reap preſently the very fame which 
he ſowed, but a wonderfull improvement of 
1t, when the ſeed being caſt into a fruittull 
ſoil brings forth ſome thirty, ſome ſixty, ſome an 
hundred fold. And this Harveſt doth not de-- 
nd upon the uncertainty of the Weather ; 

bo are no fears of blaſting and nuldew, or 
locuſt to prevent the joytull expectation of it; 
no danger of the fecd rotting in the ground, 
or being pickt up by the fowls of the air; 
but he that miniſtreth ſeed to the ſower, will mul- 
tiply the ſeed ſown, and increaſe the fruits of their 
righteouſneſs. His Word 1s engaged that they 
Thich fow ſhall reap a plenrifull increaſe ; and 
therefore God will not be unrighteous in not 
performing his Promiſe. This men may as 
certainly depend upon as that Night and Day 
ſhall follow cach other; for Heaven and Earth 

may paſs away, but the Word of God endureth. for 
ever. 
2. The time of this retribution, in due ſea- 
ſon. Moſt men are unwilling to truſt God 
| t00 


8 bandfulls inthe field of Boaz, which ſhewed a '* 
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roo long upon his bare Word ; they would 
have ſomething mn hand,. and the remainder 
hereafter. And God by the courſe of his wiſe 
Providence, doth very often order things fo 
in this World that the moſt charitable ' men, 
although they may not abound with the grea- 
teſt =_—_ yet generally meet with the feweſt 
difficulties ; and in their ſtraights find more 
unexpected aſliſtance than other men. David 
made it the obſervation of his own time, that 
in all his days though he was then grown 0/d, 
he never ſaw the . righteous, i. e. the charitable val. 37. - | 
man, forſaken, nor his ſeed begging bread. And 5: 
they have far more reaſon- than other men ro + 
hope, that if they do fall into trouble and 

ſickneſs,” God will have a particular regard to 

them; and beſides this, they haye the natu- 43. 1, 3. 
ral or rather ſpiritual contentment that fol- 

lows doing Good ; and they have more fatis- 

faction and caſe 1n it, than others haye in 
hoarding up Wealth for they know not whom. 

But none of all theſe are the reaping here | 
 mention'd; They are like Ruth's gleaning of Ruth 2. * 


more than ordinary kindneſs ; notwirhſtan- 
ding which. he faid, The Lord recompenſe thy v. 12. 
work; and a full reward be given thee of the Lord 
God of Ijrael, under whoſe wings thou art come to 
truſt. So It 1s here, they may have better 

”" | olkan-: 
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gleanings and fuller handfulls ſometimes in the 


\'common Field of Providence, but this is not 


Matt. 25. 


the full recompence which the God of | | 


will give to thoſe that truſt in his Word. 
That 15 onely to be expected at the great Day 
when the Lord the righteous Judge ſhall ſay, 
Come ye bleſſed of my Father, inherit the King- 


World, For I was an hungred and ye gave me 


. meat ; I was thirfly and ye gave me drink; 1 was 


Vs 40. 


a ſtranger and ye took, me in; naked and ye clo 
thed me ; I was ſick and ye viſited me ; 1 was in 
priſon and ye came unto me : For inaſmuch as ye 


 thave done it to one of the eaſt of _ my Bre- 
ene 


thren ye have doxe it unto me. O 


times, when 1t will be to no purpoſe to wiſh, 


infinite 
Goodneſs and unexpreſſible Kindneſs of our 
Blefled Saviour, who 1n the day of Judgment 
will interpret-all Acts of Charity ſo much to 
the adyantage of thoſe that doc them ! Who 


would deny. any thing to a Seryant of that 


Lord who takes all kindneſſes to them as done 
to himſelt, and rewards them accordingly? 
W har other apprehenſions will covetous and 
hard-hearted Wretches then have of their ſor- | 
did penuriouſneſs in heaping up riches, with- 


* out any tenderneſs or compaſſion to the ne- 


ccllines of their Brethren and Chriſt's Repre- 
ſentatives ? How will they wiſh ten thouſand 


thar 


wy” 
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that they had rather laid out their money in 
' doing good, than laid it up for thoſe, who may 


go to Hell the faſter for the great Tempratr 
ons they leave behind them. Neither let the, 
prodigal Fools think they ſhall eſcape better, 
tor being ſo contrary to the griping and ſtin- 

oy it 15 not the 
vain and careleſs ſquandring an Eſtate away 
in riotous courſes will make a man's con- 
dition more tolerable at that day ; but it is 


the provident, ſcaſonable, caretull diſtribu- 


tion of our Charity tor wiſe and good ends, 
which ſhall meer with ſo glorious a reward. 

3. Eſpecially, in the laſt place, if we faint 
not, and do not repent of what good we have 
done, but continue ſo doing to the end of our 
Lives. For this reaſon I preſume it 1s that. 
many reſerve their greateſt As of Charity to- 
their Deaths ; but it is dangerous putting off: 
their Repenting and doing Good ull they come 
to die, for fear their hearts, or thoſe whom they 
truſt deceive them. But if men begin to doe 
well in their, health and ſtrength, ler: them 
not faint when they come to .die; but conti- 
nue charitable as well as faithfull untd death, 
and God will give them a crown of life. 


And now my buſineſs is to make particu- 


lar Application to this great Aſſembly rot to be- 
- CT NRA "CG 


weary 
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weary in well-doing 3 and therefore I ſhall re- 
peat to You,' A true Report, GC. : 

| You perccive by this Relation, how much 
Good hath been already done 1n the care of 
the Education of poor Children, and in the 
cure of and proviſion for the Maimed and 
Diſtracted, all which are very commendable 


ways of well-doing, and 1t 1s a great advantage 
to me this Day, that I ama onely to perſwade 
you not to be weary in this wel-doing, for in due 
ſeaſon You ſhall reap if ye faint ndd You have 
already broke through many diſcouragements, 
and ſince the ſad:calamities of Plague and Fire, 
which made ſuch defolations among us, You 


have done even as to theſe charitable Foun- 
dations, what hath been to the Admiration 
and Aſtoniſhment of beholders. Which of us 
all who ſaw the City in its Ruines, with fo 
many Churches and Halls and Hoſpitals bu- 
ried 1n its rubbiſh, could eyer hope to have 
lived to ſee them rife again with a much grea- 
ter Glory ; and our new-built Hoſpitals to 
appear with that Magnificence, that ſtrangers 
may eaſily nuſtake them for Palaces * We 
have lived in an Age that hath beheld range 
Revolutions, aſtoniſhing Judgments, and won- 
derfull Deliverances ; what all the Fermenta- 
cions that are ſtil] among us may end in, God 


alone knows ; our unanſwerable returns to 
| God 


77 0 ; 
God for hrs great Mcrcics may juſtly make us 
fear, that he hath greater ſcourges provided 
for us; the beſt thing we can doe for our 
ſelves, 1s to. amend our ways, and to bring 
. forth fruits worthy of amendment of life ; not 
© barely.to own and profeſs the Proteſtant Reli- 
_ gion, but to adorn 1t,. by holy and exemplar 
lives, and doing all the Good we can while 
we. have opportunity. And to thgg end I ſhall 
ofter theſe Conſiderations, and ſo conclude. 

1. The more Good ye doe, the more Com- - 
fort you will find in the doing it. Therefore 
be not weary in well-doing. There 1s a certain 
ſecret pleaſure and inward fatisfattion that 
follows doing Good ; which increaſes by exer- 
ciſe and continuance. Thus 1s ſo far aboyc 
the pleaſure of the Covetous and Voluptuous 
in purſuit of their ends, that it approaches 
neareſt of any thing we cars conceive, to the 
ſatisfaction of the Almighty, who dclighteth 
in doing Good. It was a remarkable ſaying 
of our Saviour, which Saint Paul preſerved, 
It is more bleſſed to give than to receive. Att. 20. 
How happy do the Poor think themſelves, 35 
when thofe who are Rich are bountifull ro. 

. them! Bur the advantage 1s on your fide; 
they are the receivers but you arc the gainers. 
What you beſtow on them you lay up in: flore 
for your ſelves : which wall yield far greater 
BY comfort 


> 


Jam. 1.27. 


Gal. 5.14. 
Tim. 1. 5: 


|! Cololl. 3. 
| {i 14. 


Wi 1 John 4- 
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comfort when you come to die than having 
raifed a vaſt Eſtate : for that is onely carrying 
a greater account into another World ; but 
this is a great help to diſcharge 1. 

2. Doing Good 1s really one of the beſt | 
parts of our Religion. True Religion and un- 
defiled before God and the Father is this, to wiſit 
the Widow and Fatherleſs in their Afliftion, and 


to keep himſelf unſpotted from the World. It is 


not giving a cold formal viſit to the Wi-. 
dow and Fatherlcſs that makes any -part of 
Religion, bur doing all the: good we can to 
them, by advice and counſel, by ſupplying” 
their wants and taking care of their affairs. 
No Duty takes in ſo much of the ſubſtance 
of Religion as true Charity. Ir is the fulfilling 
of the Law ; the end of the Commandment, i. e. of | 
the Goſpel ; the bond of perfeneſs. That, with- | 
out which, all other pretence to Religion is | 
but flattering of God *and 'meer hypocrific. 
For all our Prayers and Praiſes are but verbal 
acknowledgments; that which he: hath pur 
che trial of our love tro himſclt upon, is our 
love to our Brethren. For he that Ioveth not 
his Brother whom he hath ſeen, how can he love 
God whom he hath not ſeen | 

| 3: Doing Good to others is taking the beſt 
care of our fclyes. We all feem very appre- 
henſive of dangerous times, and oy dee 
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what may become of us ; the beſt courſe eye- 
ry wiſe and good man can take in difficult 
and uncertain times, 1s to dos his own duty 
and to' leave events to God. And there is no 
duty more unqueſtionable, more ſafe, more 
advantagious, to himſelf as. well as to others, 
than 70 doe good : 1. e, to be Kind and obliging 
to all, to forgive injuries, to reconcile enc- 
mues, to redeem captives, to viſit the diftre(- 
ſed, and according to our abilities and op-- 
portunitics to relieve thoſe that are in wants 
and neceſſities. This 1s the way to dwell ſafely, 
and to be quiet from the fear of evil; tor as long 
as God governs the World he will take care 
of thoſe who commit themſelyes to him by 
patient continuance in well-doing. 

4. Doing Good doth the moſt anſwer the: 
obligations God hath laid upon you by the: 
Mercies he hath vouchſated to you 

And now give me leave to f ns with. you 
the Cauſe of the Poor and Fatherleſs Children, 
the Cauſe of the Wounded and Maymed, who 
cannot help.themſclves, the Caſe of thoſe who 
. deſerve ſo much more pity becauſe they can- 
not pity themſelves, being deprived of the uſe 
of their Underſtandings. If God hath provided 
well for you and for yy” Children, wherein 
can you better exprefs your thankfulneſs for 
ſuch-a.mercy than by your kindneſs and. cha- 
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rity to thoſe who are deſtitute of the means 
to make them Men. If 'you have reaſon to 
bleſs God for your - good Edxcation, ſhew it 
by taking care of theirs who may hercafter 
bleſs God for your kindneſs to them. It God 

- hath bleſſed you with Riches and a plentitull 
Eſtate in this City, and raiſed you beyond your 
hopes and expectations, what can you doe 
more becoming the Members of this City than 
to be kind to the Childrez oftthoſe who have 
been ſuch and reduced to Poverty * Remem- 
ber from what God hath raiſed you ; do not 
think much to conſider what you have been, 
as well as what you are. You can never take 
the juſt height of God's Mercies to you un- 
leſs you begin at the bottom ; and let others 
meaſure your height now, as ſome haye done 
that of the Pyramid's, by the length of your ſha- 
dow, by the refreſhments they find under you. 
Think what God hath brought you to, and - 
for what end; Was it for your own ſakes, | 
that you might be full, wlule others are emp- 
ty; that you might ſwim in abundance, 
while others are pinched with neceſſities ? 
Was it not rather to make you his Condait- 
Pipes to convey bleſſings and comforts to 
others through your means ? When you are 
in health and at caſe, then think of the miſc- 
rable condition of thoſe who le in mr 
under 
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_ under aches and pains and ſores, having no- 
thing to comfort them, but the Charity of 
good People to them. They cannot repreſent 
their own condition to you, being unable _ 
to come abroad to do it. - Be you good Sama- 
ritans to the wounded and hurc, bind up their 
wounds with your kindneſs, and help to de- 
fray the charges of their cures. Thus 1s loving 
our neighbour as our ſelves, and that is fulfilling 
the Law, and the great deſign of the Goſpel. 
Laſtly, when you think whart a bleſſing it is 
that you do enjoy the uſe of your Reaſon and 
Underſtanding, pity the poor Creatures whom 
God hath deprived of un. How eaſily, how 
juſtly, how ſuddenly may God caſt you into 
their Condition ? Shew the eſteem that you 
have of this Mercy of God to your ſelves, by 
the freencſs of your Charity to thoſe that want. 
\ 1t. Therefore, I conclude in the Words of the 
\Text, Let us not be weary in any of theſe ways. 
of well-doing, for in due ſeaſon we ſhall reap if. 
we faint not. 
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